THIS IMPORTANT FIELD,

VIRGINIA  LINES DID  WELL
Dectded Imnmvrmrn.lqla the fasi-

ness of the Conniry the Latter Half
ol the Year, and the Prospeets
Cheering—What Each Rond DId,

(Prepared by Mr. Robert Lancaster Wil
linms, of the Banking-House of John Lo
Williams & Sone,)

Following the turmoll and strife of the
cloaing days of 188, the new yeuar of 1897
dawned with that calm which follows &
Ercal storm, and no one could possibiy
forceast with any Oof certhinty
whether the future held peace and pros-
Perity or another great rovulsion, spread-
Ing disaster and distress; whether there
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of 41-2 per cent. buonds, to retire

R ke wmount of 6 per ceut, bonds due
In v

It j& reported that the Atlantie-Coust
Line has made an Important aequisition
by » ring eoptrol of the Charleston
Rl i rallroad, o Bystem aggre-
Buling miles; maln line, Port Royal,
B to Augusta, G, and Augusta to

rinnsburg. Ga,
The Bouthern rallrond reports 151 new
entorprises mlong the llne of road, and
there have been completed during the
i-.. roon its line cotton-factories working
6L apindles, 3,000 looms, the total cost
f which I8 nearly $2,000000, and In the
ourse of copstraction additfonal milly
pomprising 62,500 spindles.,

EMALL INCREABE IN MILEAGE.

The improved conditions dld not com-
mence this yoar early enough to allow a
Jarge locrease 0 new mileage construet-
&1, and the figures for the year com-
piled by the Railroad Gazette show only
1.8 milex for the year,

The figures for eleven years are given

belew, and It will be seen that this year

WITH OUR RAILROADS[55 * * = == ==

O N T T T

Of the new mileage constructed, the
Bouthern Stutes aggrogate K30 miles, dis-
tributed as follows:

ATKARIAN ..ov sroseres evuspnas sossnsn 000
AMBATIN...p senseesiser ansssssrnans esnselll ]
Florida..... 17.00

" sesrenas

Grorgla 119.25
Kentucky... snedab 7.00
LOUIMANE. . vicardr wedsrass. spdarssissiiD
BEEARISRIIDY. . vrsveiii nsiveive pminanbin DO

NOFths Carolinf.. .cicicosies snssosssiss S0
South Carolind.. ceiiseess sessnssases JLG0

TONNORSOR.ove avvsises a¥ susane. BvsevhNe AR
Texan.... ccoviss A —
Virginin. s oiees bed AEsevaawasE msasEe v G5O
West VIIBIDIR. ..o sovsise ansavsspeares DTS

£26.97

Bomae of the most populovs Siates, for
Instunce, New York, Ohio, Massnchusetts,
New Jersey, and Indiana, make very
smnll showings, aggregating only a little
over forty milea, However, the most in-
terosting  thing in regard to rallroad
ecarnings for the future is not Increased
mileage constructed, but Increased rgve-
nue from properties already constrooied,
which (s the harometer of the condition
of trade, und 1t s gratifying to see them
to so Inrge on extout making handsome
INCreuRes,

un

the beneficial in-

/ indication of
M

nee to he exerted by Improved con-
ditions on our rallronds, It Is Interesting
to note thnt the capitalization of the
saflroads of the country ia placed at

D000, 000,000, dtetributing to a pay-roll of
employees pumbering nearly 500,000 an-
nually upwards of $460, 006,60,

The total mileage In the United’ Stales
Ie now 184,464 milles,

Following nre the comparntive figures
for eoperations of roads which nre of
particular interest to this community:
RICHMOND, FREDE'BR'G, POTOMAC.

(Figeal yenr onding June 30th.)
@ gurnings—1887, o0 200 1860,
: ISOG. RTR0.068; 1897, $680.760.
Net earninge—1857, $252344; 1890, $208 5659;
21,668, 1897, $273.451,
Number of passengers enrried—I1887,
LIRS0, 20530 1R, 200 300 1897, 283,480,
% freight moved—I18%7,

i 203,083 1800,
F10,450; 1906, 501.208; 1807, 440,581
From July 1st Oetaber 2at,
earnings—1560, £206.120; 1507, 3215802
CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO R'WAY CO.
(Fiseal yvear ending June 3th.)
ofs enrnings—I887, $#4.461,169; 1890, £7.-
Ml 1806, 310.221.180; 1887, 210,708, 182,

08, -

Gri

Bross

Net oarnings—1887, $1L.96,706: 180, $1.706,-
£29%: 1504, 30,3102 1887, £7, 280.749

Number of passengers enrrdel —18%7, 703, -
T RSG, 1BGT.O04; 18T, 1788122,

Tona frelght moved--1887, 2.414,008; 1806,
G048, 1897, 0491207,

From July 1st to October 31st, gross
ciarmings—15896, 80,464,677 1867, 2,002,400,
Net earnings—1596, $1.208,170; 1607, $1,320,504,

RICHMOND AN PETEREBRURG R, R.
(Flseal year ending June 30th.)
1557, 15090, 1506, 1890,
Gross earn-
Ings L 5024,2%0 200 004 $408,400 291,212
Net earn-
ings 8,011 100,822 156,200 158,736
Na, passen- .
Rers Cirs
ried oo JG38U1 208286 242507 200.0%
Tonse freight
moved ..., 191,455 460,860 BR2A2  A28.0%
(From July 18t to November 30th,)
189, 1807,
Qrors enrRINEE ceieesrennsons 18 $130, 05
Net earnings ...covevavrnvens 276 4.5
SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY,
(Flsenl venr ending June 3th.)
1508, 1807,
Gr $10.070,700
Nt 5,516,832
N
ried . censsnans 180478 1,955,188
Tong frelght moved ... 5825688 0,708,541
(From July 18t to October 30th.)
184, 1847,
Gross enrnings .......oB0404.618 50,806,007
Net oarnings ..oecessnies 2,000,583 2,198,654
PETERSBURG RAILROAD.
(Fiscal year ending June 30th.)
1855, 1550, 1896, 1887,
Giross earn-
trucs S5 SI08.017 $5BS TO3 8562945
Nt curn-
Ings 117,554 163818 258143 264,801
NO. phssen-
gers onr
ried TLE RiEM ®. 463 b .1
Tons freight
moved . 8851 416705 06 ATE  SALA6S
{From July 15t to November 30th.)
159, 1867,
Groge earnings cerss s SNLET2 2NGE L9
Netl CATHINES covrrerssscssses BRETE 6,018
NORIMOLK AND WESTERN R'WAY CO,
(OUrganized September 24, 189§
N.&W. RR. N. & W. Ry.

9 months, 1866, % months, 187,
i enrnings §5.258 288 7.702,158
CUININES Jissersassas 1,064,910 2,114,124
s comparison is with the enrnings of
the Norfolk and Western Rallroad Com-

pan

e

N

EARNINGS (From July 1st to October 30th.)
gs of fifty-nine roads 1847,
wick In Decembyr nmount | Gro
showing an inerénse of $767.- | Not o ¥ 2. wil,
corresponding  period  Jast SEABOARD AND ROANOKE H. R.
= fifty-thrée ronds stiow gross | (Fisical year ending June 30th.)
arnings of $5,70.607 for the period from 1657, 1500, 180, 1887,
nukry 1 Nifd b the end of the Arst | Gross curn-
K in 1) s an inerease over the ing §597.7%F BRUS.4OTR
I period last year of $2.9M.407 In | Nt e 02l 311.065
e lret I fifty-three roods showed | Passe
LT il six decronsed, and In the carried . HUBTES  .viesss 5
ier ity-one sEhoOowed Increages and | Tons fr'ght
t APereiRes, | moved .. veeiens 05T BT LTI
r TmII.-' ,i '..,:.:;._“.‘.:.l‘l.ln '!.- .' :.‘n-.l ::\I NORFOLK AND WESTERN R R. Co.
rate war between the :\..:;.‘.b-..n‘u.' and (Fisenl yoar ending June S0th.)
' has  exerted o detrimental | 1851, 1800, 189G, 1897,
W O Ly g8 } wpplly | Gross earn- :
| s h_, o 1in It u ) ,,,:,,.,I Ilr-l-}- fngs .. . ;1:5:,910 $273.24 $a86 !|::u_|‘;;3
), promising botter resulis for fu- | Net CAINES 67004 028 136389 129,09
rations T
‘n r.."[||f\u|...' to see that the freigh: K T -'-nr' 15,750 63043 8148 K528
nings of the Chesape and Oh or | Tons fr ght - P - in
P atding | Ja it ho movedd. ., 123,084 157,084 50008 260.215
n n the higtory of the company. | OBORGIA AND ALADAMA RAILROAD
. d that the oompany's cone The operations of the Georgia and Ala-
setlon account has besn closed, and | pama rafiway, of which Mr. John Skel-
expenditures go into ruting ac- § ton Willlams is president, will ba of par-
' During the yeur the compuany | tieulsr interest, as the securitles of the
 cxpended, and charged to operating | rand are to a large extent held in this
it 000 for new equipments and | elty. The result of the operations of this
munty, Including ten locomotives, | rond are ns follows for the fiscal year
B2 freight-cars, two passenger-cars, one | ending June Mth:
wam-tug, eto, ~ 1005 mos in Year,
Tne Chesapeake and Ohlo Steamship 1896, 18497,
mpiny, Limited, reportis good de- | Grogs earnings ........ 508,600 $1,021, %28
i for frefeht accommodations from | Net earnings,.. ..... vee 162,474 281,065
lewport News 1o Great Brituin and the | No, pas'gers ear....... 183,673
al.  This company oOperates regu- | Tong frelght moved. .. 371,762 =R
Inrly pix Jurge steel steamships, three of (From July 1st to Oclober 81st.)
it tong and three of €000, and has now 15%, 1897,
WE e ruction another lorge stenm- | Gross earnings ..... v < D040, 203 108,508
"Rapidan.” of 11,060 tons, which Net curnings oo eves -2 135401 131,908
ctod to be put into service in The gross earnings of the company for
n addition to outside tonnege | November this year, as compared with
ntly demanded, November, 188, are az follows: 1807, §107,-
¢ Chesapeake aund Ohlo Nailway | W4 1506, 390,650,
wny has floated recontly over $2.- P v . -~

KILLED ON HIS WEDDING-DAY,

Gieorgin Girl Robbed of Her Pro-
spective Hushand at the Altar,

A specinl to the TPhiladelphia Times
from Dixon, Ga., s=ays: The bride was
wilting, but the groom came not. The
emiling guests wondered and whispered.
Everything wus ready at the home of
Jaomes Martin for the wedding of his
duughter, Ada, and Clarke Westbrook,
bhoth prominent young people, An early
hour hied been set for the ceremony, ard
after (t the bride and groom were to
lonve o0 un extended \tour, The guests
were In o state of suspense and anxlety
when u messenger digshed up to the
h und ant d) that the bride-
groom wias dend, Ho beon killed in a
runaway while on the

A strange colnclden
tioned. Two years ago

bride-elect died, Now

RICHMOND'S MORTALITY DURING

1807 GREATLY DECREASED,
————

WELL-KNOWN PEOPLE PASSED AWAY.

Review of the Fatalities and Casn-
alties Investignted by the Coroner,
Interments Mnde In the Cemeteries,

Fentures of the Reporta.

Richmond's death rate is decreasing.
The mortality report for the eleven
months of 1807 ending December 151, last,
which was prepared by Dr, W, T. Oppen-
himer, President of the Board of Health,
shows a decrease of 117 desths, as com-
pared with that of the preceding year.

The death rate of the clty, which §8
bused uwpon an_estimated population of
106,560, was 14.80, while the rate for 1k,
based on an estimated population of 190,-
000, was 16,60,

One of the most Interesting features of
the report ia the fact, as shown there,
that of all the deaths, a majority were
of persons who had passed the age of
yenrs, Consgldering that all the Infantiie
den'ths are flgured in this report, the
showing is a good one for HRichmond.
There were 8 people who died after reach-
the age of 70, and 3 who had pagsed the
ege of 8, while three lived to pass the
“th mile-post on thelr journey through
life. The death rate for the elly was
conslderntly higher among the negroes
than the whites

The following stutizice will, no doubt,
be peruked with much Interest:

Sex and Color: White—Males, 3%4; Te-
males, 324 Colored—Males, 308; females,
280,

Conditlon: Single—White males, 16,

white females, 127; eolored males, 231; col.
ored females, M6, Married—White males,
114; white femnales, 73: eolored males, 1
colored femalex, 68, Widowers—White, 4£;
colored, 29, Widows—White, 112; colored,
111, Unknown—White males, 3: white fe-
males, 2; colored males, 7: colored females,

'

Nativity: Richmond—White males, 10,
white females, 138; colored males, 218 col-
ored females, 218 Other partz of the
United States—White males, 127; walte fe-
males, 147; colored males, 148; colored fe-
mnles, 1M; England—-White males, 3
white females, 8. France—White females,
1. Germany~White males, 4; white Te-
mnles, 16, Ireland—White males, 10 white
femnles, 10, Italy—White males, 6, Rus-
#in—White femnles, 1,  Scotiand—\White
malea, 2 Tnknown—White males I3
white females, 1; colored mules, 3; colored
females, 2,

Hy Whom Ceartificd: HRegular—White
males, 201; white females, 266; colored
mules, 2 colored females, 315, Irregu-
lar—White maoles, 10; whitr females, 16
Coroner—White maleg, 6; white femules,
2; colored males, enlored femnles, 24
Board of Health—White males, 7; white
females, 11; eolored males, 48; colored fe-
males, 46,

Locality: Marshall Ward—White males,
0 white females, 61; colored males,
colored females, 40. Jefferson Ward—
White males, €7; white females, §8; colored
males, 25 colored females, 2,  Madigon
Ward—White males, €1; white females, 3;
colored males, 15; colored females, 1.
Monroe Ward—White males, 37; white fe-
males, #: ecolored males, 21; colored Te-
males, 85 Clay Ward—White malas, 9]
white females, 1W2; colored males, 4; col-
ored fomales, 42 Jackson Ward—Whita

mules, 18: white females, 25; colored males,

112: eolored féemnles, 18L. Almshoyse—
leHl' mnles, 7: white femnles, 5; colored
mhiles, 52; colored females, 34, City Joll—

Colored males, 1) colored females, 1,
Age—1 day to 30—White males, 28; white
femules, 14: colorsl males, 37; colored fe-

males, 24, 1 month to 6—=White malos, ¥
white females, 25; colored mnles, 45, color-
ed fomiles, 45 A morths to 12=\Whito
ms 18; white femeales, 13; colored males,

%: colored females, U8, 1 year to &—White
males, 22; white females, 5; colored males,
5; colored fomales, 27, 3 years to i—White
males, §: white fen 4: colored males,
f: colored females, 6, 5 years to 10—~White
males, 7; white females, 3; eolored mniles,
10 colored females, 4 10 yeiars to 90—
White males, 14; white females, 14; colored
males, 17; colored femnles, 18, % years to
M—White muales, 30; white femnles, Z2; col-
ored males, 34 colored femnlea, 0
vears to #0—White males, 2 white fo-
males, 2¢; colored males, 25; colored Ie-
mnles, 40 vears to bi—-White males, 50;
white females, colored. males, 45; color-
ed fomnles, 46 W yeurs to —White
males. 8; white femaies, 31; colored muiles,
#: colored femnles, 5% 6 years to -
White male=, 42- white females, 46; color-
ed males, 33: colored females, 28, 70 years
to #M—White males, 33; while females, &5
colored males, T; ecolored females, 1. ¥
venrs to ®—White males, 12; white fe-
males, 27: colored males, 1, colored fre-
mnles, 6, 9 yeuars to 100—White females, 1;
colored males, 1: colored females, 1. Un-
wnown—White males, 1; white females, 1.

Compurative Mortality, We. [
11 months, ending December 1,

T s rivaans iaad abavpaaiasnnaian 00K T
11 months, ending December 1,

1896 ooueve Nerd (SN ewsasrgeniraitiy LW
Culeulations based on estimated popu-
Intion:

WWHOIB coce oo sadansr shiss sansns veseeesa 10500
White C T APt - W |

Colored .....» weiaess H1,100
Rate of mortality of whole population,
14.50 per 1,000 per annum. Rate of mor-
tallty of white population, 1258 per 1,000
per annum. Rate of mortality of colored
population, 17,63 per L0 per annum
o ————
PROMINENT PEOPLE
Well-Known and Aged Clilzens Whao
Passed Awny During 1807,

The following lst embraces most of
the aged and prominent persons who died
during the wear:

January—1. George W. Jones, 35; 1.
Joseph 'T. Mountcastle; 4 Willlam L.
Jordan; & Willlam T'aylor Barrett, 78; 8.
James Wyatt Bheilds, 8, and A, B.
Mountcasile, ¢; 13, B. Mc(. Fisher, 54;
19. Miss Narcissa Hudgins, 55, 20, George
1. Ernest (Hanover), &; John Gallagher,
&2 and Mrs. F. H, Gordon, 6. 22, Thad-
dous Foster, 73; Mra. . J. Franklin, 8.
24, Joseph Daovis, manager Davis Shoe
Compuny, In New York city. 25, Mre.
Mollle Garnett Steel, 47, and P, W, O'S8ul-
Hvan, &8

February—3, Archibald Bolling, 7™ 4.
Professor Henry Herbert Harrls, Lynch-
burg, 00. 8, Al B. Leonard, 42. 19: Charles
Phillips, &, 11, Captaln Phillp Haxall,
57. 12 A. R. Alcock, €1. }7. Robert Haxall
Fisher, 55. 20, Rev. Fi Powers, 8. £
Judge William Wood Crump, 78

Masch—6. George E. Paynter, 3. 32
Dennis Benjamin Collins, 7. 1. A, L.
Crouch, 76 2. Mrs. Judith W, MeGuire,
5, 28 OCeneral Willlam R. Terry, in
Chesterfield, 68 20, General Peyton Wise,
; John A, Burke, of Manchester, 40,

April—4. George Ben. Stacy, 20. 0. E. T,
Snead, 62 13 Charles Bauch, 61 16,
Charles Henry Eppes, §; Dr Charles M.
Shields, 41,

May—$. Nathan W. Nelson, 77, 10, Al-
fonza J. Stevens, 40, 19, Samuel J. Young,
25, M. General George W. Randall, 70.
o2 Mre, Eligabeth M. Talley, 80, 24, Miss
Mollle Bhell, 28, Right Rev, John Brock-
enbrough Newton.

June—38, Roland L. Hoffman, § W. T.
Lyne, 45. 1. Rev. Thomas P. Wise, 6.
12 Aubin Lee Boulware, & 19, Clinton
L. Davis, 4L

July—1l C. P, Blokes, 48. 9. Mrs. Busan
Arnold Hutson, 8. 17. Mrs. Mary A.
Christian, 7. 23 E, A, J, Clopton, 79

August—1. Balley Davis, 5. 12. W. E
Cree, 65. 1. Rev. Fenner B. Stickney, 84

September—35. Dr, Robert M. Pulliam, 66;
Dr, G. A. Miller, 84, & Oliver Mountoas-
tle. 7. Miss Jeunie Graves, 27,

October—2, Major Lewls Ginter, 73, 4. R.
L. Noel. 5. Albert H. Gullmeyer, of Hen-
rico, killed himeelf; Charles H. Simpson,
7. Mrs, James Thomas, In Asheville, N.

WHO DIED,

eloct,

€. 13 Dr. W. H. mm:mu‘:;
garet Ely Lancaster, 22 Major John

s v

tally,
, 7. 3. Mr. N. B. Knogsjaard
committed sulelde In Manchester; Mr,
Andrew J, Berry, 7. 30. Mr. Lewis F.
Lyom, In Jersey Clty, M,
December—6, B. M. Welsiger, #. 16,
John G. Fensom, &. 2, Walter D. Carter,
2. Arthur Marion Taylor, 70. 2. Mr.
Thomas Hirsch, @, M. Mr. Walker B.
Freeman, 22. 2. Mr. Jamoes O Keefe, 6.
21, James Woodall, 6.
——af——

MET UNNATURAL DEATHS.

One Hondred and Sixty-Fonr Cnses
Investignted by the Coroner,
The record of the past year shows a
great decrease In the number of fatall-
ties. Out of 164 cases Investigated only
thirty-six were found to have been the
result of violence, The Coroner’s report
for the year up to December %th, which

Is always Interesting, follows:

The whole number of examinations
made was 164; of these § were of fetuses,
which are excluded [rom the following
SUmMmMAry:

White—Males, 27; females, 5. Colored—
Males, 77; femaies, 0l In addition there
wne 1 body of indetcrminable sex and
colar.

The bodies of 37 castawny (new born) in-
fants were found, of which 1 was white,
3 colored, and 3 whoge color was Inde-
terminable. In additlon, the cisos of %
children of unmarried parents were In-
vestigated—all colored but 1.

The age of persons examined ranged
from 0 te B years.

The apparent cagses of death were as
follows: Buijcide, § (by shooting, 2; by
hanging, 1; by drowning, 1; by laudanum,
1; by rough on rate, 1; by Hluminating gas,
1; by oarbolle acld, 1); Infuntleide, 6 (all
colored); Kkllling by steam cars, §; acci-
dentul Jdrowning, 8 homicidal shooting,
2; homicidal blow on head, £; homicldal
blow with fist, 1; falling earth, 2; Acels
dental burning, 1; accidental self-shooting,
1; effects of a fall, 1—making ¥ cases ot
denth from non-natural causes,

There were 52 cases of death attributea
to dizease, the nature of which in 21
cares could not be feocurately ascer-
talned.

Forty-three
Investigntod.

8ix inquests were held—2 on white per-
gon= and 4 on colored,

Thirty-=lght post-mortem examinations
wire made,

Bixty-gix persons were buried at the
expense of the clly-3 white and & col-
oral.

The Incidental
amounted to 50 cents.

e ——

WHERE THE DEAD ARE INTERRED

cases of still-birth were

expenses incurred

Records of Barials Made in the
Cemeteries Mere In 1807

The folluwing nre the reports for the
year Just closed from the cemeteries
under the jurisdiction of the oliy:

Hollywood—John K. Hooper, Superin-
tendent: Number of Interments for the
vear, 35—Male, 155; fomale, 173; unknown
sox, 4, Of this number there were 14
gtill-births

Total number of interments to date,
exclusive of soldiers, 1687, There are
about 15,0 soldiers, making a total of
21857,

Oukwood=W. Allen
intendent: Number of burlals: White—
adults, 20; children, 149; still-born, 28,
Total white Interments, $7; Jecrease
from last vear, Z. Colored paupers’ por-
tion—Adults, 22; children, 85; still-born,
85, Total colored Interments, 306; decrease
from last year, 1. Total number of Inter-
menta for year ending December ¥, 1597,
2 Total decrease from last vear, 2%
Total number of all Interments fn Oak-
wood Cemetery to date, including 16,000
Confederate soldiers, 32008,

River View—F. A. French, Buperintend-
ent: Intermenta from December 18, 189,
to ecember 18, 1547 Male adults, 82;
female adults, 37 male children, 19;
female children, 10 still-born, 4. T'dtal,
102, Increase of 6 over la=t year.

Dickenson, Super-

Total
of interments from December 18, 180, to
December 18, 1887, 430,

shotkoe—George B, Davis, SBuperintend-
ent, is under the control of Committee
on Cemeteries (James T, Vaughas, chalr-
man). Number of Interments frow Janu-

ary 1 to December 15, 1897: Males, 30; fe-
males, 42;
Mt

children, 2. Totul, $2.
Calvary—John McGeary, Superin-
t: Total number of Interments,
made up as follows:; White male
adults, 37; white female adults, 21; white
male children, 14; white femals children,
18; eolored female adults, 2; colored femnle
children, 11; colored male children, 10,
St John's Burying-Ground —Antoni
GrafMigna, Keeper: No interment in 1897,
Only 25 sinoce 18559,
Mary's German Catholle Cemetery,
Chestnut HIiN, John Stpess, superintend-
ent—XNumber of Interments, 37: adults, 23:
children, 10; male, 14; female, 23,
—— e

st,

The Apperson=-Chandler Nuptinls,
OAK., NEW KENT COUNTY, VA, De-
cember 31 —(8pecinl)—Wednesday night,
New Kent Chapel MethoMst church,
Mr, Bobert O, Apperson, our populir
Deputy Sheriff, led to the altar Mi=s
Myrtha Chandler, & charming young lady
of attractlons both In form and intellect,
and the nuptial knot was tied by Rey, J.
A. Richardson, The bridal party entered
the church in the following order, to the
straing of the wedding march from Lo-
hengrin, sweetly rendered by Miss May
Gooter; Misses Bessle Crump and An-
nle Jones, In white organdie and satin
ribbons; Misses Ashton Baughn and Lula
Atkinson, of Richmaond, in pink organdle
and pink satin ribbons; Misses Blanche
Chandler and Pearlle 8mith, of Newnort
News, In white organdie and white rib-
boens. Then came the bride, leaning on
the arm of ber muald of honor, Mlss Mua-
Mda Apperson, sister of the groom. The
bride wore a charming costume of or-
gandie and pccordion plated chiffon, and
bride's roses, She was met at
altar by the groom, attended by his
man, Mr. G, Smith, of Newport
The following young gentlemen
Dr. 1. A, Biater, Mr.

best
Noews,
acted ns ushers:
Wood Sherman, and Messrs. Willla and

Clarence Apperson. During the ceremony
the organist played softly, **Then You'll
Remember Me” After the ceremony the
bridal party were tendered a grand re-
ception by the bride's father at his
home, “"North Green," on the Pamunkey
river, where dincing and other festivities
were kept up till & late hour,
e
Merry Time in Gloucestier.

ZANONI, GLOUCESTER COUNTY,
VA., December L.—(8peclul.)—Gloucester
ls foremost among places where a qulet
fall usunlly succerds a suffciently gay
symmer to grow merry again at Christ.
mas, And while this Christmas week
miy not have been more gay than that
of former years, it will be remembered
atherwige than as wanting in gayety.
Chief among the sovial events of the
week was o dance at Waverly on Wed-
nesday evening, given by Mr. and Mrs
Gerard Hopkins In honor of Miss Tuck
and the Misses Hopkins. Anlmated was
the scene and great the enjoyment, untl
the lote hour when the guests departed
none regarding the long drive that the
ovening necessitated, :
This dance was graced by Miss Mary
Tuck, of Selma, N. C.; Mlss Ethel Hop
king; Miss Stephenson, of Bath county.
Via.; Migs Georgln Seawell, Miss Henri.
etta Hopkins; Miss Mary RBrady, o
Maryland; Miss Nelson, of Culpepe
county; Miss Molly Seawell, Aiss Mar-
garet Tabb, Miss Bessie Hopkins, Mis:
Rebecen Tabb, Miss Elizabeth Lee, Miss
Washington, Miss Blanche Hopkins, Miss
Hleanor Benson; Miss Ellen Douglas Gar
nett, of Mathews county; Miss Hettle
Jonea, Miss Anne Jones, and Maessra
Ruske Garnett, John W, C. Jonos, Jess:

nett, and John T. Perrin, Jr.

REVIEW OF THE YEARS WORK.

Good Number of m-:;n. Put Few
Large Fires—Fortunate in Having
Few Casunlties—Splendid Serviee
of Fire Alarm and Police Patrol

The record of the Richmond Fire De-
partment for 1807 s a most gratifying
one. Its equipment to-day is hetter than
it has ever been, its discipline Is excop-
tionally fine, and its work Is always
promptly end well done.  No fire depart-
ment in the country has a better repula-
tlon. It Is well managed and well
manned, thae commissioners, officers, and
men all being experienced and having at
heart the Interests of the cltizons and
their property. .

In the year just closed the department
has been fortunate, both in prevenilng
large fires and In guarding the men and
apparatus agalnst accidents. The total
loga by fire for the year will not exceed

The number of alarms of all kind re-
eolved and transmitted through the cen
tral office was 257 ,and the percentage
of correct alarms averaged 38 per cent
This is a splendid record, since alarm
poxes are subject to all kinds of wea-
ther and frequently {njured by the shock
of heavy teams striking the poles, ete,
The department consists of 1 chief engl-
neer, 1 assistant engineer, 12 captains,
it permanent men, and 77 runners and
substitutes. The system of civil service
predominates In every tranch. Men are
elected on probation, and when finally
aeccepted, are placed on the regular list,
and no character of outside Influsnce can
keep them out of their rights, This In-
centive always preserves satisfaction and
pence In the brigade.

The Fire Department Is, by legislative
ennctment, under the direction and con-
trol of the Board of Fire Commlssioners,
composed of the following members:
John H. Frigehkorn (president), Jeffer-
son Ward: G. Watt Taylor (vice-presi-
dent), Marshall Ward; Joseph L. Levy,
Monroe Ward; Charles . Taylor, Madl-
son Ward; L. C. Jenking, Clay Ward, and
James R. Sheppard, Jackson Ward. These
gentlemen  moke a study of the require-
ments of the department, and Its present
efficlency *speaks well for their adminis-
tration. Four of them, the Measrs, Tay-
lor and Messrs., Sheppard and Jenkins
served In the ranks, and rose from the
humblest positions to those of high au-
thority, and retired from an honorable
active service, only to lend the clty thelr
influence and experience, which, to a
greut degree, explains its perfection, The
officers commanding are: W. G. Puller,
chief, a veternn in the service; George
7, Shaw, assistant chief, a fearless and
tntrepld fire-fighter; L. 8. Jones, secre-

tary,
}AI;D‘F:I) TO THE EQUIPMENT.

Thig year the board have added to the
squipment of the department a powerful
new fire engine, which wans exhibited re-
cently, and threw a stream over the
top of the City Hall tower; completely
rebullt No. 8 engine, located in Fulton;
fntroduced 8 gteam bollers for heating the
water in the engines, while in the house,
hesides paying to the gity over $2,000 for
gas furnishéd. Every plece of apparatus
has been overhauled, and a large sum
has been expended upon the quarters to
mnke the force comfortnble, and to such
a high degree are tha firemen satisfied,
that any kind of breach of disoipline s
TAare,

Improvements now contemplated are
the erection of a new station in Clay
Ward for the bensfit of No. 5 Engine
Company; the purchare of a chemicsl
caombination wagon for Church Hill, and
at an early date, a “woter tower,”

The Ingpection of the department De-
cember 6th attested itz popularity, when
at len=t 3,00 citizens viewed the intorest-
Ing exhibits and exerclses, The economy
of this administration by comparison with
other ecitiea of aqual size makes a very
favorable showing for Riechmond, and the
endorsement of fts tax-payera .8 em-
phasized both politically and finanelally.
The depirtment has never exceeded ts
appropriations, but has nearly always re-
turned balances, though governed in Ita
expense by the sum appropriated in
185788, when the department was 33 per
cent. smaller than it is now, This com-
misgion meets nt least twice a month,
and in its entire history has never lucked
i quarum,

The Flre=Alurm Department,

This department, as previously stated,
Is controlled by the Board of Fire Come
migsioners, Is well managed by W, H.
Thompson, superinte lent; A. Stephens,
foreman of construetion; H. T. Taylor,
C. Gullett, and P. Randolph, linemen, It
I# hard, Indeed, to establish & more com-
plete corps of electrical employees than
the above, and the discharge of their
dutles has given to the Fire Commis-
gloners full satlsfaction.

Work of the most delicate and expen-
slve character Is done In the offices,
which, If contracted for elsewhere, would
entall o cost largely in excess of this de-
partmont’s allowance, The workships are
ftted with Imgroved mechinery. The
electricians hav® just finished a mam-
moth switchborrd to control thea cur-
rent feeding the storage battery at a
nominal cost, which regularly would cost
it least several thousand dollars,

This office was visited last yeur, ac-
cording to the signatures on the register,
Ly 11,676 persons, from all over the world,
and the beauty of the machinery and
appolntment ellcited nothing but praise.
The oflce s always open, and a trained
telegruph employee reports at every fire
to assist the officers, and as far as pos-
sible, to remove the danger of live wircs,
obstructions, ete.

WHAT THE SYSTEM EMBRACES,

There has been added to this service
thres stroet statlons, located as follows:
No. 397, corner of Fourth and Canal; No.
242, corner of First and Orange; No, 346,

corner Fourth and Clay streets. And
private stations ns follows: No, 74, Mer-
chants' Natlonal Bank; No. 7, Rich-

mond Traction Company.

The system now comprises twenty-one
sels of telephone Instruments, one in
ecach engine and afeer's house; 160 sta-
tiong, 76 of which are private; 1 re-
peating still-alarm box; 240 miles aerlal
wires; electro-mechanical gongs, 35; di-
rect acling gongs, —; 1 set of testing
Instruments, 1 volt meter, 1 ampre
metor, 2 six-clrenit repeaters, 1 elght-
elreult local repeater, 9 automatie trips
for releasing horses, § three-number indi-
cators, iwelve large bells, welghing from
800 to 1600 pounds, and 1 180-pound bell
worked electrieally from this office, with
625 cells of storage and 275 cells of open
elreult battery, for furnishing the elactro-
motive power for the general working of
the system; 2 twenty-four-clreuit switch-
hoards for controlling the entire system.
The record of alarms show that there
were 257 alarms recelved st this office
and transmitted to the Fire Department
this year.

POLICE-PATROL SYSTEM.

The pollee-patrol system, whleh 18
electrically under the control of this de-
partment, continues to grow In strength
and usefulness, and has given general
satisfaction during The year. There were
1,128 wagon-calls, and 2818 telephone mes-
sages sent over the system. The greatest
number of calls were recelved from Boxes
U, 2, 2, 24, 123, 124, and 4. This system
now comprises Smsmot statlons, 4 relays,

electrieal
ty, and the necessary in-
ven for their renewals ana
Wa have also tested the candle-power
of the arc lights, which were found to
be up to thelr standard.

B
METEOROLOGICAL TABLE.
————— *
Amount of Rainfall and Readings of
Thermometer During Year,

The table below glves the average mini-
mum and maximum readings of the ther-
mometer during the past year. The ob-
gervations were taken from seif-register-
ing Instruments, graded according to the
Fahrenheit seale, The lowest point reach-
ed was on January 26th and J0th, when it
reglstered 5 degrees. The highest readings
were June 16th and 30th and Neptember
11th, on which days the mercury reached
101 degrees. There were BiX days during
the year on which the mercury reached
100 degrees and over:

Minl- Maxt- Menan

mum, uu:rni 'J'e%p;

JADUATY cvevsne savsess Bind 7. i
P"ebruu{y siiesdin Sus s .5 4.
MAarch i.conssens ........g.; %l.i a:
APTil sevneinss snsencecna L =y
¥, 6 LR

IV Lierene asaviais LI Wy LAY
i‘::guut 4.4 an.a ™
September ..o eeeees 085 5.0 T2.2
Ootober ,..viee wanees B3 w3 0,2
November ..oveee vesss 058 LN .l
December ....ocove vonsndbl ) &7

Aversge mean temperaturs for the
L R, Vi (]
The mean temperature was highost in
August, belng 7.3 degreea, and lowest
January, being 366 degrees.
FOR TWENTY YEARS.
We append a tuble of mean temperature
for the past twenty years:
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Avernge for twenty years ........... b.§
RAINFALL FOR THE YEAR.

Month, 1noles,
JONBATY vrorversissavers prnragnerisitss ) AR
Dreiiaeen Bk

FeBIUNPY ioucssveancars sdavs

MATCR iiiassssinsens sruans s
April .. connnnene SO0
MOY isibisne 4h
June n
July 314
Augnst ... LTS
September 1,
CLODEBE ovinarnnsnnss ssnsnsssbnsssainsann s
November ... e S
DeCemMBEE sisisseis sessasasrornsessinss &0

Total for the Years .,..c.eeersees « .08
Avernge monthly downpour ..o.... 44

*Snowfall estimated,

The downpour {8 measured each morn-
Ing at 7 o'clock, and made from a signal-
gerviee gnuge furnished by the depart-
ment exclusively for our use,

Sometimes the fall of rain amounted to
only a trace, often more.

RAINFALL FOR MANY YEAMS.

Helow we give a table of rainfall for the

past twenty-seven yeurs:

Year, Ingnes,

Rainfall for 1BTL ..iuvviseciasserssnnncns SRSH
Rainfall for 1872 .cocecvorersnnnsssensans SLID
Rainfall for 1573 ... [
Ruinfall for 1574 Ty P
Ruinfall for 1870 wicesscarcsssarnncas 4w
Rainfall for 1816 ....covvasasiinnnn 2705
Rainfall for 1877 .covsvressrorisnes 2
Rainfall for 188 siceiseisvinsnnnsnes ¥
Ralnfall for 1870 ..coccvsnmscnnsnsnssnins S8l
Rainfall for 1880 ......oceneess sesssenaes SN
Rainfall for a8l .. sennvinn O
Ruinfall for 1888 ..oecrnerienes eonres BB
Rainfall for 15853 dsevsnsrnnsassan BRI
Rainfall for 1884 AP —— | |
Ralnfall for 1885 sessrssasasanasssacay SO
Rolnfall for 1888 ...oociiiaimmnnnininns BLEE
Rainfall for 187 4 05
Ruinfall for 1858 .. Bl
Rafnfall for 1839 ...ooveivainnes wen Ta.lM
Rufnfall for 180 .. cciieiiniinnssnnsnnses S50
Hodnfall for 1861 .. 2.4
Rainfall for 1892 .. ¥
Ratnfall for 1883 ..

Rainfall for 1694

Rainfall for 18§

Rainfull for 188 .......... 5
Rainfall for 18T ccsearsere sasssnseaners  ALEY
Avernge for twenty-seven years,. 41577

1850 guve us a downpour of 208 Inches,
the henviest for a quarter of a century;
1876 was the dryest r-.;r during the same
period, the downfall being 2766 Inchas,
avernging only a little over 2 Inches per
month,

CLOUDY DAYS BY MONTHS,

We publish below by months a list or
the cloudy, partly nluu:!l;-, or ralny days
during the past year. he observations
were taken at sunrige in the morning us
to the conditlon of the sky at that hour;
but if it ruined or spowed at ull durln1
the day a note was muds of I, and
published in our monthly repert. Thus
it sometimes happened that while the sky
was perfectly clear in the morning at
the time of observation, it clonded up
and rained or snowed before the next

obgervation was made:

Cloudy or Haln or

Manth. Partly Cl'dy. Clear, Snow.,
JADUALY corcenenne severeneal 0 18 i
Febrvary .. we ens 13 15
MATCh caeesssnnssr oo 9 14
April .oeeenrene wass 17 10
May .. 17 13
Juna ..... 1w 1
July. .iaies 1% 1%
August .... ’ 17
SBeptember ..cceeee .Ig 9

OULODEL Loescansnsnn susnnen
November ......
DECeMbDEr sovieecss sssnsnss

TOLATE Loverenie veiies
Ouservations recorde!

T o'cloci,
The Wenther In. December,

The following {8 the weather report for
the month of December:

‘ L]
each morning at
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Amount of rainfall, 401 Inches,
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ACCOMAC,

The Matrimonial Market Booming—
Another Loeal-Option Case, L

ONANCOCK, VA, December 31.—(Spe«
clal,)=The Northern Methodist church, of
this town, was filled with people Wed-
nesday evening to witness the marriage
of Bolomon Gray, a young farmer of
Chesconnessex Neck, and Miss Ethel
Watson, oldest daughter of Mr. Mrs,
Heary O, Watson, of Onancock. ¥ The
church was prettily decorated with evers
greens. The Rev. Henry B, Dulany, pase
tor of the church, performed the ceres
mony, after which the newly-married
couple, with thelr attendants and many
friends, rode across the country i the
home of Mr. James Gray, the groom's
father, on Chesconpessex creek, where
they enjoyed u bountiful wedding supper.

At the same time that this marriage
was tuking place anather wos solemniged
it the hgme of Mr. Willlam J. Neville, .
on North street, the contracting parties
Lelng his youngest daughter, Miss Lora
Neville, and Mr, George Bundick, a pros-
perous young farmer from the nelghbors
hood of Locustiville, on the seaside. The
ceremony was performed by the Rev. W.
R. Crowder, pastor of the Opancock
Bouthern Methodist chureh. After ths
cenemony the bridal party, with many
invited guesis, sat down to an elegunt
supper,

For the past two weeks the County
Cyurt Clerk and his deputies have issued
more martluge-licenses than ever before
in the same period of time. On some
days a8 muny as sixteen llcenses hive
been lesuad, und at one time there were
thrée young men in the Clerk's office, all
desiring to procure licenses (o marry. In
some parts of the county the matrimonial
fever has been a regular epldemie during
the latter part of this month.

Another locul-option case wus tried In
the County Court yesterday—James Har-
mon, a colored man, residing near Bellp
Haven, {n the southern part of Accomae,
who had been tried and convicted befors
Justice Luther Boggs of seliing lquor
contrary to law, Harmon appealed to
the County Court, and the Jury found him
gullty and fixed his fine ot §100 and coels,
Benjamin T, Gunter, Jr., Commonwealth's
Attorney, eonducted the prosecution with
much skill and vigor, whila Hon. Edgar
J. Spady, of Northampton, made an able
defence. The announcement of Judge
Blackstons that hereaster In similar cases
he would add to the fine imprisonment in
the county jall, as the law authorizes him
to do, is sald to be creating consternation
among those who are engaged In the fors
bidden traffie,

S —
ALBVEMARLE,

A Dwelling-House Huarned=Chare
lottesville Notes, -

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA., December
Jl.—(Bpecial.)=Mr, J. W. Shaw, who re-
sldes near Jefferson Park Hotel, southwesg
of the city, haud the misfortune to loge his
dwelling-house about 8 o'clock Wednesdiy
night, by fire, The nelghbors rushed to
the scene and succeeded in saving a por-
thon of the furniture. There was a smail
insurance on the bullding, but none on ths
furniture, the most of which was more
or less dumaged by the flames,

Dr. William Henry Milburn, the blind
chaplain of the United States Benate, wil)
preach at the University chapel next Sune
day morning and evening, He will alfo
deliver a lecture on Monday evening In
the Jefferson Soclety Hall, His theme will
be elther *“Aaron Burr, the Most
Romantle Character In Ameriean Politl=
cal History''; or, "John Randolph pf Roa-
noke, ‘Bard, Sage, and Tribune,*

The Democratie City Committes held a
mecting this morning and consldered ang
adopted a primary law, which the Legis-
Inture will be asked to pass, The reslgha-
tlon of the chairman, Mr. C. W. Allen,
was not accepted. '

“Sunnyside,’ the resldence of Mr, T, J.
Spith, situated pear Profiit, was the
scene of a pretty  wedding  Wednesduy
morning, the contracting part being
Mr. G. Thomas McCnuley and Hosa
B. Bmith. The Rev. J. M. Furrar per-
forméd the ceremony. The parfors wers
tastefully decorated with ferns and fun-
ning cedar, The bride was handsomely
gowned In brown cloth, while the groom
wis attired in conventional black.

At the Blue Run church, In Orange
county, Wednesday, Dr. L. H. Bhuck,
this elty, united In marriage Dr. Benja
min 8, Graves and Miss Mary Eva Cow
herd, The church was with a
deeply-interested  uudience. A wedding
dinner was ofterwards served at the resi-
dence of the groom's parents, Dr,
Mrs, Graves will return to Georgia in &
few days, where the Doctor enjoys an ex-
cellent practice,

Mr. Wiillam M. Hall and family, of
Afton, have removed to the city, wﬁl‘
they will reside.

Mr. George R. Robinson, Jr, of Mt
Louls, is in the tl!'l'l!'.hﬁth ‘tm of pur
chasing a farm In tho county.

The Hon. George W. Morris, of the
State Sepate, returned this afternoon O

Richmond.
e —

Emporia Jottings.
EMPORIA, VA., December 3.—{Spe-
clal.y—A case of mldﬂ;m shooting o=
urred this morning. Tas parties were
c’t H. Edwards und V., H. Hubbard, and

the latter was painfully, but not serigus-
Iy, hurt. 4
ve o de-

Mr. and Mra. W. M. Powell
tul Lt The
affair was in mmpﬂmltom-'umro e
All the

a

lightfu! soclal function last
Goode, of Mecklenburg county,
guest of the Misses Poweil

oung soclety people attended.
r.lu?ce-olut W, Bamuel Qoodwyn will

quality to-morrow, Mr. W. M. Powell,
appointment

it §s thought, will recelve the
of Attorney for the Commonwealth. :

s ooy

returned

Senator R.
Hon. John Chaplin,
this county,




